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Canada are supplied with beef by American con-
tractors/5 wrote Prevost, and there were not
enough highways to accommodate the herds of
cattle which were driven across the border.

To protect this source of supply by conquering
the region was the task assigned the splendid army
of British regulars who had fought under Welling-
ton. The conclusion of the Peninsular campaign
had released them for service in America, and Eng-
land was now able for the first time to throw her
military strength against the feeble forces of the
United States. It was announced as the intention
of the British Government to take and hold the
lakes, from Champlain to Erie, as territorial waters
and a permanent barrier. To oppose the large
and seasoned army which was to effect these proj-
ects, there was an American force of only fifteen
hundred men, led by Brigadier General Alexander
Macomb. All he could do was to try to hold the
defensive works at Plattsburg and to send forward
small skirmishing parties to annoy the British
army which advanced in solid column, without
taking the trouble to deploy.

On the 6th of September Sir George Prevost with
his army reached Plattsburg and encamped just
outside the town. From a ridge the British leader